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Mahatama Gandhi NREGA is one of the largest pro poor
programmes being implemented by the Ministry of Rural Development
which aims at strengthening the livelihood resource base of the rural
poor. Since the roll out of the programme in 2006, Rs.313891 4 crore
has been expended. out of which Rs.21,2,413.2 crore has directly gone
to the beneficiaries as wages. The Ministry is currently trying to
improve the implementation status of the programme.

In a major step towards simplification and demystification of
MGNRE GA Programme, the Ministry has attempted to consolidate, as
far as possible, the circulars/advisories that have been issued over a
period of time. So far 1039 circulars/advisories have been issued and,
while going through the same, many of them were found to be
contradictory. A massive exercise has been undertaken by the
Programme Division, MGNREGA, to remove the contractions and
ambiguities.

I am happy to acknowledge the efforts of the Programme Division
MGNREGA in bringing out the Master Circular for the Financial Year
2016-17. | am hopeful that the Annual Master Circular will help the
grass root beneficiaries to understand the programme better which will
eventually result in more effective implementation of the programme on
the ground.
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MESSAGE

Mahatma Gandhi NREGA came into force from 2'd February, 2006. It was rolled out in a
phased manner to cover all the rural areas of the entife country by 2008. The States are the
implementing authorities and the Ministry has consistently partnered with the States to ensure
a strong implementation of the programme.

| am happy to share with you the Annual Master Circular for the FY-16-17. Over the last ten
years, 1039 circulars on various aspects of Mahatma Gandhi NREGA implementation were
issued. The presence of these circulars created doubt and confusion amongst functionaries.
The present Master Circular is a path breaking effort by the programme division to address this
issue, weed out the unnecessary and/or redundant instructions and simplify and demystify all
the instructions in one consolidated Master Circular to be issued annually

The programme division went through this task in a systematic manner. A team was
constituted and a working draft was circulated to the States. Subsequently, a Committee of
State Commissioners and Secretaries — RD from six states was constituted to review the
draft and modify it based on intensive consultations. The revised draft as prepared by the
Committee was further reviewed by the senior officials of the Department of Rural Development.
After extensive discussion and inputs from this three tier review process. The final version of the
Master Circular for FY 16-17 is presented in the document.

I thank all those who have participated in this exercise for their valuable inputs. | do hope that
the Annual Master Circular will be of immense utility for the functionaries particularly at the field
level and strengthen the implementation on the ground.

(J K Mohapatra)

PN WA, g Teedll-110001, . . Bhawan,

New Delhi-110 001 IV Tel.: 23382230, 23384467
E-mail:  secyrd@nic.in
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